
 
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE YOUNG The Gospel MARK 9:35-37, 42 
Taking a child Jesus placed it in their midst, and putting his arms around it he said to them, "Whoever receives 
one child such as this in my name, receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not me but the One who 
send me. Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a 
great millstone were put around his neck and he were thrown into the sea." 

Gospel think: I felt strongly about the way adults deal with young people. Am I showing the respect for young 
people that I should? 

The Media -- "The Lion King" (beginning session) 
Young lions like young children, are vulnerable and must be taught many things if they are to survive. Consider 
Simba, the son of the lion king Mufasa in the story, "The Lion King." Even lion-kings-to-be must learn the art of 
being a lion in the "circle of life," the world. At the same time, those who would be king must also learn of 
those who refuse to be governed. They must learn of treachery and manipulation, of jealousy and amoral 
ambition. In short, they must learn the negatives of life in order to become positive. Mufasa's brother Scar and 
the hyenas show the negatives of learning to govern and live in the society of life. 

Jesus felt strongly about love for young people. He wanted his followers to have the same innocence usually 
connected with children to be their own. He also knew how difficult it was for children to grow, considering 
the problems that adults might cause them. "Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives 
me" he said. But, realizing the child's vulnerability, Jesus goes into exaggeration as he often does when 
something is so personal to him: "Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would 
be better for him if a great millstone were put around his neck and he were thrown into the sea." Jesus knew 
well that young people have difficult things to learn in life, and therefore they need strong guidance. If they 
are deprived of such guidance, the adult who deprives them is the guilty of a grave sin. 

The story of "The Lion King" is told with human beings in mind. Human beings are the ones who must be 
concerned about young people. The world is a complex place and young people must experience many 
difficulties. They must find a way to integrate those difficulties into their growth. They must have the help of 
concerned adults to do it. Such is the burden of a parent or adult mentor. 

But there is another side to the burden of growth. That side concerns the young people themselves. Young 
people must be willing to accept the advice and the direction of conscientious adults. If they are not open to 
their direction, the young person's future life may be scarred and perhaps ruined during her/his time on earth. 

Jesus meant for everyone to benefit from his teaching about the Kingdom. He spoke mainly to adults, but he 
knew that if people would learn about that Kingdom in their younger years, the more they would be able to 
function as true followers of Jesus all their lives. 



PRAYER 

Good and gracious God, the young are vulnerable, whether they be animals or human beings. Direct them to 
be willing to listen and follow the advice of concerned adults, and help those of us who are older to always be 
people who show concern for those younger than we are.  Be with us, we pray.  

+++++ 

GUIDE FOR CLASSROOM PRESENTATION AND PERSONAL ENRICHMENT / DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

Theme: Young people are important and must be taught about the problems of growing up. 

1. What scene during this session of the movie is most striking? Why? 

2. In general, do the people of our world treat those children under 5 well?  5-12?  teens? 

3. In your opinion, what is the principal reason why Jesus said that we should be like children? 

4. What virtue do young people need most from the adults of this world? 

5. What lesson should a teenager in particular learn from concerned adults? 

6. What most proves that young people have learned the lesson of maturity? 

7. What can a teenager do if he/she judges that an adult is harming another young person? 

 

RUN FROM IT OR LEARN FROM IT The Gospel LUKE 8:35-39 
People came out to see what had happened and, when they approached Jesus, they discovered the man from 
whom the demons had come out sitting at his feet. He was clothed and in his right mind, and they were seized 
with fear. Those who witnessed it told them how the possessed man had been saved. The entire population of 
the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them because they were seized with great fear. So he got 
into a boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had come out begged to remain with him, but he 
sent him away, saying, “Return home and recount what God has done for you.” The man went off and 
proclaimed throughout the whole town what Jesus had done for him.  

Gospel think: I cured people so they could lead a normal life at home. In my locale now, am I proclaiming the 
Lord's presence by the way I live. 

The Media -- "The Lion King" (final session) 
In the final session of the movie "The Lion King," after living a life with no worry, as his friends Timon and 
Pumbaa inspired with their philosophy of "Hakuna Matata," Simba had a moment of conversion. With his 
future wife Nala's help, he finally realized who he was, coming to the conclusion of "You can either run from it 
or learn from it." Accepting the responsibility of what he did and what he had to do, Simba went back to the 
leadership he had neglected.  

There are many instances in Jesus's public ministry in which people finally accepted what they had done in the 
past, admitted that they were wrong, and began their lives again. We are not sure what the problem was for 
the "man possessed" in Luke's Gospel, but we are sure that from the moment he met Jesus, he changed his 
ways, and began to proclaim the presence of God in his life. Like Simba in the movie "The Lion King," who 



chose to accept responsibility for what he had done, the man in the Gospel at Jesus's insistence, began with 
his own family. 

It is important to see that the moment of conversion for the man in the Gospel was when with Jesus's help, he 
finally achieved his "right mind." The absence of a person's "right mind" can be described in various ways, of 
course, but perhaps one of the best ways is to study Simba and those who initially saved him. Their philosophy 
of not worrying about anything, "Hakuna Matata," meant no restraints and "doing what I want to do." The 
moment Simba understood that he was behaving in a selfish manner and that perhaps he could do something 
about it was the moment of conversion. 

Young and old should learn from Simba. There are many things in our past that we should not have done. It 
may be years before we understand that our actions were wrong. But no matter when we understand, people 
of integrity will accept responsibility for what they have done. At the same time, they will listen to the 
accompanying call to do something about it. 

We call this "learning from the past." It may mean accepting in a more mature way the directions of Christian 
living or a deeper relationship with parents or a better way of treating friends, or being part of a chaste love 
relationship or even a more concentrated look at studies. But it will mean action, action to do the right thing, 
even if it costs giving up a "good time." 

PRAYER 

Good and gracious God, you want us to be responsible people, people who realize that we must change some 
of our selfish behavior patterns if we are to become what you want us to be. Give us the grace to make that 
change . Be with us, we pray.  

+++++ 

GUIDE FOR CLASSROOM PRESENTATION AND PERSONAL ENRICHMENT/ DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

Theme: We are called to be responsible people which means learning from the past.. 

1. What scene during this session of the movie is most striking? Why? 

2. What does the movie "The Lion King" teach young people? 

3. Give your own definition of "conversion." 

4. It is significant that Jesus does not allow the man who was cured to follow him directly, but he tells him to 
go home and "proclaim" the Gospel. What is the meaning of this for the twenty-first Christian family? 

5. As you study "the past," what most should people learn? 

6. What is the best example of "selfishness" that you see in the world around you? 

7. The meditation mentions a number of things that young people can do to improve better maturity. In your 
opinion, what can high school student do to show more maturity?    

 


